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extraordinary degree, to enter into the needs and
aspirations, the hopes and fears, of our common
humanity.

It is very interesting, as evidence of the wonderful
toleration which prevailed at that time, through the
valley of the Ganges, that a teacher, whose whole
system was so diametrically opposed to the domi-
nant creed, and logically so certain to undermine the
influence of the Brahmins, the parsons of that day,
should, nevertheless, have been allowed to carry on
his propaganda so ceaselessly and so peacefully
through a considerable period of time. It is even
more than that. Wherever he went, it was precisely
the Brahmins themselves who often took the most
earnest interest in his speculations, though his re-
jection of the soul theory, and of all that it involved,
was really incompatible with the whole theology of
the Vedas, and therefore, with the supremacy of the
Brahmins. Many of his chief disciples, many of
the most distinguished members of his Order, were
Brahmins.

He admitted equally, it is true, men from all
the other castes, and there were certain individ-
uals, among the dominant school, who foresaw that
this course of action would, in the long run, be fatal
to the maintenance of the distinguished social posi-
tion arid pecuniary advantages of the Brahmins.